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CHANGING THE BACKGROUND COLOUR 
 

The use of colour in web page design is an important aspect of creating web 
pages that are attractive, easy to read and simple to use. 
 
For CLAIT level 1 the only colour aspect that you need to concern yourself 
with is that of the background page colour. 
 
In this section you will discover how to change the background colour.  Some 
words of caution first.  The use of too many colours on a web page can be 
very distracting for the person viewing it, and certain colour combinations are 
better avoided.  An obvious thing to totally avoid is to the set the background 
colour the same as the text colour, resulting in making the text invisible! 
 
To see how the background colour can be changed, open Frontpage and 
open the web page colours.html. 
 

 
 
To change the background colour, point and click on Format, Background.. 
on the menu bar. 
 

 
 
The following dialogue box will appear. 
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To select a different background colour, point and click on the drop down 
arrow.  The following window appears. 
 

 
 
Point and click on the green square to choose green. 
 

 
 
Point and click on OK. The web page background will appear as green. 
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Repeat the process and set the background to red. 
 
Notice how the word Red is no longer visible. 
 

 
 
Switch to Code view using the button at the bottom left of the screen. 
 

 

 
 
Notice how the HTML code shows the colour change (bgcolor="#FF0000"). 
 
Close the web page and Frontpage (without saving the changes) and practise 
changing the background colour of a web page by carrying out the next four 
practice tasks. 
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Practice Task 25 
 

OPENING A WEB PAGE 
CHANGING THE BACKGROUND COLOUR 

 
 

The data files required for this exercise are: bluyel7.html 
 
 
 
1. Switch on the computer. 
 
2. Login using your username and password. 
 
3. Load a web page editing application. 
 
4. Open the web page bluyel7.html in the web page editor. 

 
5. Print out the HTML code for the web page. 

 
6. Change the background of the web page to be green. 
 
7. Print out the HTML code for the web page. 

 
8. On this second print circle with a pen or pencil the changes in the HTML 

code from the first print. 
 
9. Close the web page, without saving the changes. 
 
10.  Close the web page editing application. 
 
 
End of task 
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Practice Task 26 
 

OPENING A WEB PAGE 
CHANGING THE BACKGROUND COLOUR 

 
 

The data files required for this exercise are: whired7.html 
 
 
 
1. Switch on the computer. 
 
2. Login using your username and password. 
 
3. Load a web page editing application. 
 
4. Open the web page whired7.html in the web page editor. 

 
5. Print out the HTML code for the web page. 

 
6. Change the background of the web page to be black. 
 
7. Print out the HTML code for the web page. 

 
8. On this second print circle with a pen or pencil the changes in the HTML 

code from the first print. 
 
9. Close the web page, without saving the changes. 
 
10.  Close the web page editing application. 
 
 
End of task 
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Practice Task 27 
 

OPENING A WEB PAGE 
CHANGING THE BACKGROUND COLOUR 

 
 

The data files required for this exercise are: yelmar7.html 
 
 
 
1. Switch on the computer. 
 
2. Login using your username and password. 
 
3. Load a web page editing application. 
 
4. Open the web page yelmar7.html in the web page editor. 

 
5. Print out the HTML code for the web page. 

 
6. Change the background of the web page to be teal (blue/green). 
 
7. Print out the HTML code for the web page. 

 
8. On this second print circle with a pen or pencil the changes in the HTML 

code from the first print. 
 
9. Close the web page, without saving the changes. 
 
10.  Close the web page editing application. 
 
 
End of task 
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Practice Task 28 
 

OPENING A WEB PAGE 
CHANGING THE BACKGROUND COLOUR 

 
 

The data files required for this exercise are: bluwhi7.html 
 
 
 
1. Switch on the computer. 
 
2. Login using your username and password. 
 
3. Load a web page editing application. 
 
4. Open the web page bluwhi7.html in the web page editor. 

 
5. Print out the HTML code for the web page. 

 
6. Change the background of the web page to be navy blue (dark blue). 
 
7. Print out the HTML code for the web page. 

 
8. On this second print circle with a pen or pencil the changes in the HTML 

code from the first print. 
 
9. Close the web page, without saving the changes. 
 
10.  Close the web page editing application. 
 
 
End of task 
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