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sending the men's wages home to their 
families, and introduced reading rooms to the 
hospital. In return she gained the undying 
respect of the British soldiers. 
 
Nightingale Training School 
Florence Nightingale's greatest achievement 
was to raise nursing to the level of a 
respectable profession for women. In 1860 
she established the Nightingale Training 
School for nurses at St Thomas' Hospital. On 
completion of training Florence Nightingale 
gave the nurses books and invited them to 
tea. Once trained the nurses were sent to 
staff hospitals in Britain and abroad and to 
established nursing training schools on the 
Nightingale model.  
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calling her to do his work, but at this time 
she had no idea what that work would 
be. 

Florence developed an interest in 
the social questions of the day, made 
visits to the homes of the sick in the local 
villages and began to investigate 
hospitals and nursing. Florence toured 
Europe with some family friends, Charles 
and travelled to Italy, Egypt and Greece. 
In 1851 Florence Nightingale returned to 
Kaiserswerth and undertook three 
months nursing training, which enabled The 'Lady-in-Chief', as Florence wa
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